INTRODUCTION
Apoptosis is the process of programmed cell death in vertebrates that plays a central role in development and homeostasis (1, 2) . In this report, to elcidate function of the proapoptotic factor Bax, we tried knock-down of the Bax using hammerhead ribozymes.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
To elucidate details of function of Bax, we Therefore, the ribozymes have great potential to be used as effective therapeutic agents and powerful tools of functional analysis of unknown gene products in vivo (6) (7) (8) .
In order to construct the Bax-ribozyme, we 
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